Please keep this letter to refer to throughout the year.
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Dear Parents,

I’d like to tell you about our life here at school, so here are the procedures that make our classroom run smoothly and optimize our learning.
Classroom Procedures
(I’ve underlined the parent responsibilities.)
Agendas - We use agendas in fourth grade. These can be a very powerful communication tool between home and school. It is the student’s responsibility to write their assignments and reminders down clearly and to gather the correct materials for homework at the end of every day. We do our best to help each other with this. I ask that you look at the agenda daily and initial it in the parent/teacher comments section when their homework is complete. This is also the spot where I will write short notes to you.
Book Logs – I will be using Book Logs  instead of monthly book reports or projects. The book logs will be sent home soon along with directions that explain the whole process. 
Math Skills - This year we will be continuing the Rocket Math program, but all fourth graders will immediately start on multiplication. Even though they may not have finished addition or subtraction last year, at this point they need to be working on the multiplication and division facts, so they don’t fall behind in math. Please help your child study their Rocket Math paper daily for five minutes. They can say the facts out loud, fill in the top section or study just the ones they got wrong, etc. We will also be running another math skills program in class that covers other skills besides the basic facts. Both of these programs are individualized and self-paced.

Spelling - Every Monday your child will be assigned a new list of spelling words. Please help them to study the words as much as they need to. We will test their ability to spell these words on Fridays. I will also be looking at and grading their daily written work for spelling errors occurring with PRIORITY WORDS and COPY WORDS. Priority Words are words that all fourth graders are expected to spell and use correctly all of the time. They have a list of these in their desk and another list will be sent home for their homework area. Copy Words are words that are already spelled correctly somewhere on the paper for them. 
Friday Folder- Every Friday a file will be coming home with your child’s graded/completed work from the week and other recorded goals and accomplishments. Please review the contents with your child and celebrate their accomplishments. It is also very important that you sign the file and have your child return it on Monday. I also have a handy chart in this folder that lists the dail and weekly homework expectations. Most weeks a classroom newsletter will be in their too.
Reading Minutes – The students are required to read 100 minutes/week, and are graded on this requirement. It is nice to have them read 20 minutes or so every day, but if they read all 100 in one day, that works too. These minutes are to be recorded in their agendas in the Act After–School section. Please total these and write it on the Sunday section of the agenda each week. Every time your child reaches a new 1,000 minute goal, we will give them a big round of applause and they will get a small prize from me. We will also set a challenging class goal. When we reach it, we will all celebrate with a pizza party from SPICE at the end of the year!! We either all make it as a class or none of us get pizza:( My class has always met their goal, so I’m not too worried.
Late Work Policy- If your child has late schoolwork; they will try to finish it during their recess time (11:00-11:30). If they have forgotten it at home, they will still serve a detention during some or all of the recess.  This is not meant as a punitive measure, but I find that some will say they left it at home as a way to avoid having to stay in. If they know they have to stay in anyway, it usually magically appears(!

I will always write a note in their agenda if they had late work that day. This is to keep you informed and let you know if it was finished or needs to be completed at home. It is important to be vigilant with this, so we can help them develop confidence in their academic abilities and avoid setting bad study habits.

Schedule-I will have a complete class schedule available for you as soon as possible. For now I have listed our special classes below.
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Art

Music

I think that just about does it. I know this is a lot of information to take in so, please feel free to contact me with any questions. Also, I have an open door policy. That means you are welcome in our classroom at any time. Feel free to call me also. If I’m not available please leave a message. I will make sure to call you back that same day(
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School phone – 986-3351 x704
Home phone – 833-6663
School e-mail – jkrohlow@shiocton.k12.wi.us
We are going to have a great year!
